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A Minute in Ministry

This past month our presbytery gathered for a two-day retreat. You may know that
our Preshytery of Lake Michigan is the regional group of Presbyterian churches of
which we are a part that covers the western half of the lower peninsula up to just
south of Traverse City. At our retreat, a presenter from the General Assembly led us
in reflecting on trends and realities we face in our Church, presbyteries and local
congregation.

She observed the following characteristics that will be likely to increasingly define the
church in the future. It will be built upon:

Love of Jesus Christ;

A multi-cultural composition of members;

A desire to make faith relevant to culture;

Experience that is multi-sensory, and open to exploration;

A fearless commitment to taking risks and willingness to face failure;
Evolving use of music, images and technology.
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Then she proposed the following criteria for effective ministry in the 21 Century.
The foundation will be encouragement for all people to maintain personal,
professional, and spiritual balance. And out of these resources the church will have
the ability to:

1 Guide a transformational faith experience;

f Motivate and develop the congregat:i

T Cast a vision in Geiddearly;grace and ar

1 Interpret and lead change;

1 Promote and lead spiritual formation for church members on three levels i
for those who are 1) curious, 2) committed, 3) compassionately empowered
to lead,;

1 Provide leadership for a high-quality relevant worship experience;

1 Identify, develop, support lay leaders;

T Buil d, i nspire, and |l ead Ateamso of

1 Manage conflict and then stand ground on important issues and decisions;

1 Navigate successfully the world of technology; v ro

1 Be alearning community. Y *-;__
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These criteria were not proposed and not listed in order ; )7% FIRST
of importance. (Continue on next page) PRESBYTERIAN
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A Minute in Ministry (Continued)

| suppose the question for us is where are we? How do we reflect these
characteristics? How do we integrate these criteria for our life together? By these
standards we presently share effective ministry. There are other parts of our life
together that we cherish é and of cour
want to respond faithfully, creatively, while maintaining the relationships and rituals
t hat are important to us. Friends, it o
life together the way we find it comfortable and meaningful, and welcoming new
followers of Jesus Christ among us by hearing and valuing their vision for church
experience.

Honestly, when | hear such presentatio
to lose what you may find meaningful. | feel alternatively compelled to pursue these
new realities or possibiltes ¢ and reti cent to try any
ef fort and support. Because, in the e
(whatever that means) based on contributions from and collaboration among all of
us. | look forward to hearing your perspectives, questions, and creative ideas as you
consider these |ists and share whateve
we provide a relevant witness to Godos

Grace and peace,
Seth

Spiritual Development Opportunities

We continue with two opportunities on Sunday. Before worship beginning at 8:45 we
explore themes of the Bible to guide the heart of our faith. And on the first Sunday of
the month we gather after worship and fellowship time (with lunch if you choose) for
First Sunday Forum. On first Sundays of the month, both opportunities will be
offered, before and after worship.

1) A small group Bible theme exploration é guided by the book Great Themes of
the Bible, vol. 2, by Sarah Henrich. It is available at Fireside Books in Marshall for
$13.45. This study will continue until Christmas with the monthly schedule as
follows:

10/4 chapter 97 Peace
10/18 chapter 61 Joy
11/1 chapter 17 Death

Please, note the order of chapters has been revised to coincide with worship themes

on particular Sundays.

10/11 chapter 57 Hope
10/25 chapter 71 Justice

2) First Sunday Forum é beginning October 4 with a couple of articles around the
economy and our faith. Come on World Communion / Peacemaking Sunday to
explore this timely concern and engage Christian perspectives on how to
respond. If you have any questions please contact Seth!

Sunday Movie Night

On Sunday, October 18
proposes two films to choose between:

we 61 | meet again

Doubt i The story centers on questions of power and morality, change and
religion. The plot revolves around alleged abuse in a private Catholic school and
how a nun and charismatic priest duel over authority and innocence. (104
minutes)

Slumdog Millionaire i This story is a rags-to-riches tale of a boy winning big ona
TV game show set in urban India. What can consequences of our choices teach
us about redemption, love, repentance and the definition of success? (120
minutes)

We 6 | |
discuss!

begin at 6: 30 in the Lounge. Te



Calendar Highlights

Sunday, October 4

Monday, October 5

Tuesday, October 13
Sunday, October 11

Monday, October 12
Thursday, October 15
Tuesday, October 17
Sunday, October 18

Monday, October 19
Tuesday, October 20
Saturday, October 24
Sunday, October 25

Monday, October 26

*AA meets each night of the week at 8:00pm.*

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

World Communion / Peacemaking Sunday

Psalm 26; James 2:14-17, 3:13-18

PWA Board Meeting, 7pm

Mary Martha, 10am

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Guest Preacher: Nelson Lumm
Teams, 6:30/7pm
PCFC Board Meeting, 6:30pm

Mom 2 Mom Sale, 9am-Noon

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 42:1-9; Mark 10:35-45

Deacons, 7pm

Esther Circle, 7pm

PWA Praise Luncheon, Noon-2pm

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 43:8-13; Mark 10:46-52

Session, 630pm

First Light

Birthdays

October Life at First Presbyterian Church

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
| 2 3
Painters
Ipm
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Worship PWA Board TOPS 8:30am Choirs 6pm | Sip & Stitchl0am Painters
10:15am Meeting 7pm Prayer & Share Ipm
World 9am
Communion
I 12 13 14 15 16 17
Worship Teams TOPS 8:30am Choirs 6pm | Sip & Stitch10am Painters Mom 2 Mom
10:15am 630/7pm Mary Mfg‘a':: Prayer & Share Ipm Sale
9am 9am-Noon
PCFC Board
630pm
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Worship Deacons TOPS 8:30am Choirs 6pm | Sip & Stitch10am Painters PWA Praise
10:15am 7pm Esther Circle Prayer & Share Ipm Luncheon
Music Sunday 7pm 9am Noon-2pm
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Worship Session TOPS 8:30am Choirs 6pm Halloween
10:15am 630pm

October |
Dick Valentine
Dianne Backus
October 2
Doris Ballard
Bill Church
October 3
Debra Cascioli
October 4
Shannon Altic
October 5
Muriel Youngdahl
October 8
David Cobeen
October 9
Betty Hoeltzel
Joey Hutson
October 12
Dick Trapp
October 15
Parker Gilbertson
October 16
Corey Ayers
Mark Sherman
October 17
Ann Niehaus
Jenna Sherman
Remy Dillon
Jacob Leach
Aiden Belew
October 19
Dennis Altic
October 23
Patrick Wigent
October 24
Patricia Jones
October 25
Harry Cairns
October 26
Janet Trapp
October 28
Tyrus Levack
October 30
Mark Machalka
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Volunteers

Liturgists
October 4
Nancy Rowland
October |11
Ken MacNevin
October 18
Kat Whaley
October 25
Whitney Jonas

Greeters
October 4
Bev Smith & Becky Davis
October 11
Nancy & Ted Rowland
October 18
TBD
October 25
Tom & Bev Williams

Coffee Hour Hosts

October 4

Dave & Pat Jones
October 11

TBD
October 18

Tom & Bev Williams
October 25

TBD

News from Christian Education
Mural Project Update

The murals for the upstairs classrooms are coming along! The artistic process
takes time so we appreciate the patience of the PCFC teachers, as well as our own
students and teachers, as we bring the vision to life. Take a look!

Youth Group
Saturday, Oct. 17 is Food Bank Volunt e
to drive over to the Food Bank in Battle Creek. A pizza lunch will be provided at the
church when we return. P ar e nO832) know df yod t
can drive and help out that day (one parent needed for every four kids). Please pick
up kids at the church at 1:00 p.m. [The Food Bank may cancel the week of if there
are no other groups scheduled. If that happens, we will still meet at church to do
some fall clean up around the building (still ending with pizza)!]

Church Educators Conference

The Great Lakes Association of Presbyterian Church Educators is an organization
that supports, nurtures, and educates those working within churches. An annual
conference is held each year to bring educators together for workshops and
wor shi p. The t IOerfRath vs.hThegs? Fdeiaating in & Relfgiously
Pluralistic World. 0 Suzanne wil |l attend with
Presbytery on October 20 i 22 in Hudson, Ohio, near Cleveland. She looks forward
to returning and sharing what she learns.

Youth and Adult Spiritual Development

Sunday school has begun and is once again off to an energetic and inspirational
start! Thank you to all the teachers who are leading these students through the
guestions of faith and life! Welcome to all the students. YOU can be one, too!

High School Youth

You may have noticed that there isnot
students. The Christian Education Team is in the process of assessing our
education program for high school students. We realize that their needs are
different, after going through confirmation, and want to make sure our educational
offerings meet those needs in a relevant way. We are looking at options for online
communication and special one-time workshops to address faith in practice for
teens. Stay tuned for more information about these new programs.

MACS

Christmas Drive

The CLEARING BUREAU will be November 16-20, 11:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at
Trinity Church. Maurice Shackel will set up program. BASKET WEEK will be
December 13, (Sunday evening) through Thursday the 17th.

Coat Drive
Donate coats. Must be clean and in good condition. Program starts October 1,
2009. Drop off coats at Zion Lutheran Church on Sundays between 12:00 and 2:00.



Wedve Noticed

Many thanks to all of you for your prayers, care, concern; and good wishes during my
pregnancy. Owen is truly a blessing and Gods love shines through him and through
all of you that sent cards, made a blanket or just prayed for us. Our family feels so
much love from all of you. Praise God for all your loving kindness and this precious
new life - Wes, Joelle & Owen Knoch

Ushers Schedule

October 4 October 18
Head Usher i Alex Kowitz Head Usher i Nick Vetter
Elevator i Nathan Machalka Elevator T Nolan Levack

Bulletins 1 Allison Brownell, Ally Johnson Bulletins i Adam Dale, Kay Dale
Acolytes i Riley Brownell, Nicholas Lillrose Acolytes i Morgan Koetje, Jamie Daily

October 11 October 25

Head Usher i Alex Veale Head Usher i Abby Mershon

Elevator i Ben Lillrose Elevator i Ben Kowitz

Bulletins 1 Katie Howard, Brooke Uzzle Bulletins 7 Caroline Collins, Nathaniel Weeldreyer

Acolytes i Nicole Almaraz, Lacey Almaraz  Acolytes i Ailih Weeldreyer, Gabriel Weeldreyer

If you cannot serve on your assigned Sunday, please arrange a trade or substitute,
then notify Phil Mershon and the church office of your change - Thanks!

Properties Update

Properties Committee is meeting after the Sunday Service on October 11th. We need
all those who can help finalize insulation projects for the church. Please help support
this fall project. Thanks.

Church Life in Pictures 0 Church Picnic
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Administrative Ministry Team
Brad Whaley, Treasurer

269.781.2073
Finance
Joelle Knoch
269.789.1339
Personnel
Jim VanderWeg
269.781.3432
Properties
Whitney Jonas
269.753.9951
Stewardship
Rich Healey
269.789.0665

Community Outreach

Ministry Team

Michael McNeil

269.789.0721
Mission
JoEllen Gilbert
269.789.1500
Evangelism
Doug Gilbertson
269.781.3101

Spiritual Life Ministry Team

Diane Kowalske
269.781.8529
Worship
Ken MacNevin
269.781.3329

Christian Education

Steve Hanway
269.789.0827
Fellowship

Creighton Sherman

269.781.2267

Deacons
Karen Earl
269.781.321 1

Womenos
Lisa DeGraw
269.841.6787
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Presbyterian Center for Children
Mom 2 Mom Sale

We will be holding a fall Mom 2 Mom Sale on Saturday, October 17". The concept of the sale is to provide
an opportunity for people to sell g ent | yquipreeatdt ommeh
location. Sellers rent tables, set their own prices and keep all the profits. Space is limited so the deadline
to reserve a table is October 12". Every sale has been very successful. If you want more information,
please see Jenniferor Mandi . I f you donét want to sell at
of? The Center will be taking donations of gently used items to sell at the sale. The profit from these items
will go to the Center.

Security Update
This past month, we took another step towards making the building more secure for our children. We have
installed new door handles on the doors that lead into the upstairs hallway from the sanctuary. These
doors are locked from the sanctuary side and are always unlocked from the hallway side (in case of fire).
We are continuing to assess the security of the building so watch for more updates on the status.
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