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A Minute in Ministry  

Two things are on my mind in this season. First, thanksgiving … isn’t it a great and 
meaningful holiday? I think of all your contributions to our congregation and 
community for which I give thanks: painting, reading to children, roof sealing, youth 
group leading, singing and bell ringing, teaching, folding newsletters, recycling, 
Relay for Life-ing, hospital volunteering, tree planting, leaf raking, air-conditioner 
removing, serving as deacons, hosting coffee hour and getting coffee hour 
supplies, planning or hosting AWOL, preparing communion, coordinating and 
serving as acolytes and ushers, planning ladies’ teas and garage sales, funeral 
luncheons, serving as elders and session clerk, making banners, sip-n-stitching, 
Presby Open and other sports coordinating, and every caring phone call or 
conversation shared … and or course, the list could go on and on and on. 

You have expressed your appreciation of me in numerous ways this past month. 
Thank you … I appreciate you, as well. In the end, what empowers our life together 
most is a shared sense of gratitude for the efforts of others that makes us all want 
to give something in return. Our Thanksgiving Potluck luncheon will be on Sunday, 
November 22. Plan to bring a dish to pass, and most importantly yourselves as we 
share in this grateful, committed spirit. Let us all gather, as many as possible, for 
this meal that symbolizes what’s best about our life together … and I don’t mean 
just the food! 

On that same day, November 22, we’ll dedicate our pledges. And so the second 
thing on my mind is stewardship. Everyone should receive a mailing by the first few 
days of this month. Dear friends, Session remains deeply mindful of uncertainties 
we face and hard choices many of us have had to make as we ―tighten our 
financial belts.‖ We will try to plan responsibly and faithfully … based on pledges 
we all provide. And we encourage you to consider stewardship in the wider scope 
of our spiritual relationship with God and other contributions of time and effort that 
we all can give.  

Truth is, I always feel bashfully humble when you express your appreciation to me. 
Much the same as many of you express when similar thanks are given. ―We don’t 
need / want the attention.‖ And while that may be good and true, still it is important 
for recognition to be given, even for unseen and ―thankless‖ tasks … because it’s 
meaningful to those who give such thanks. This is certainly  
true in our relationship with God. We are not so richly blessed 
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A Minute in Ministry (Continued) 

in our lives by God, because God is on some ego trip for attention. Yet, faithfulness 
always begins with gratitude in response. We need to express our thanks to God 
and to others. 

Thanksgiving is really a discipline we should do all the time, of course. It makes a 
huge difference in how we view others and our world. It makes a huge difference in 
how we feel inspired to live abundantly in goodness and faithfully in loving service in 
every moment. Inasmuch as we see what’s wrong or frustrating, our attitude and 
energy spiral downward. Inasmuch as we see and give thanks for what’s beautiful 
and good our attitude and vitality grow and grow and grow. 

May our minds and hearts be filled with thanksgiving throughout this month. And in 
that same spirit, may we all consider our pledged commitments to God, to one 
another, and to others we serve throughout the coming year. On Sunday, 
November 22nd as we dedicate our pledges and share our wonderful potluck 
luncheon, may our lives be filled with the same kind of hope and new life Paul 
expressed to the earliest Christians in Corinth: 

―… we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with 
Jesus, and will bring us with you in to his presence. Yes, everything is for your 
sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase 
thanksgiving to the glory of God.‖ (2 Corinthians 4:14-15) 

 
Grace and peace, 
 

Seth 
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Pastor 

Seth E. Weeldreyer 

Regular office hours Monday – 

Thursday, 9:00 AM to Noon 

Seth@fpcmarshall.org 

 

Administrative Assistant 

Leslie Murphy 

Regular office hours Monday – Friday, 

9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

269.781.5161 – Voice  

269.781.6877 – Fax  

Office@fpcmarshall.org 

 

Center for Children 

Jennifer Uldriks, Director 

Mandi Creighton, Asst. Director 

Regular office hours Monday – Friday, 

7:00 AM to 6:00 PM 

269.781.5162 

jennifer@fpcmarshall.org 

 

Music Director 

Laura Gilbertson 

269.781.3101 

laura@fpcmarshall.org 

 

Christian Ed Director 

Suzanne Weeldreyer 

269.789.1537 

sweeldreyer@att.net 

 

Clerk of Session 

Phil Mershon 

269.781.5290 

Phm709@msn.com 
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Watch for a stewardship packet in the mail. 
And if you don’t receive one by early this 
month, please call the office. Thanks for 
your support of our ministry and mission 
work in 2010! 

 
 
 

é it took deep root and filled the land. 

(Psalm 80:9) 
 



News from the PWA 

PWA Board meetings 

We will be meeting in the Church Board Room at 7:00 on November 2 and 
December 7.  Please contact Lisa DeGraw at 841-6787 if you'd like to present an 
issue for discussion so that we can add you to our Agenda.  But, anyone interested 
in seeing what goes on at our monthly meetings is invited to just show up! 

Church Thanksgiving Potluck 

Church potluck will be Sunday, November 22 at Noon in Fellowship Hall. The PWA 
will be handling ―kitchen duty‖ at our Thanksgiving Potluck.  If you would like to help 
out with set-up or clean-up, please contact Lisa DeGraw at 841-6787. 

Annual Christmas Tea 

Saturday, December 5 at 2:00 in Fellowship Hall: Our program for this event has 
not yet been planned, but we would like to use our Tea as another opportunity to 
help out MACs during the Christmas Season.  So, we'll be holding a ―Card Party‖ 
that day for families in need.  Please bring a gift certificate or gift card from any of 
our many family-oriented businesses here in Marshall.  Telephone or gas cards are 
also welcome.  Assorted desserts and beverages will be served at the Tea.  

Mary Martha Circle 

Mary Martha Circle is a Bible study group that meets in the Church Board Room at 
10:00 on the second Tuesday morning of each month, September through May.  
The focus of this year's Bible study is the Book of Joshua.  For more information on 
the Mary Martha Circle, please contact Janet Mason at 781-4409. 

Esther Circle 

Esther Circle meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 in the evening 
September through May.  The location of these gatherings changes month-to-
month, with different ladies hosting the gathering in her home or other location.  The 
hostesses for upcoming Bible Study gatherings are:  October 20 – Marilyn Burke,  
November 17 – Nancy Wojcik, December 15 – At the Governor's Mansion and 
please bring a cookie recipe to share.  The focus of this year's study is the book, 
―Women of Wisdom; the Proverbs.‖  Please contact Lisa DeGraw at 841-6787 for 
more information. 

2010 Scull Calendars 

Calendars are available for $5 each.  These make perfect wall or desk calendars.  
Use one to post special PWA dates and remind yourself to attend one of our 
gatherings! 

Baby Shower in a Bag 

We continue to create baby tote bags filled with items for baby boys or girls.  
Oaklawn Hospital gives these much needed items to new mothers who do not have 
the resources to provide for their baby when they first get home.  We always have a 
list of current needs available for you to review during our Sunday Coffee Hours. 
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News from Christian Education 

Sunday School Shines! 

It’s great to wander amongst our youth Sunday school classes on a Sunday 
morning.  The sun seems to shine in their classrooms, even on cloudy days.  The 
kids are really enjoying their classes and their teachers.  Recently many of them 
could be seen hard at work on the Ark of the Covenant!  Thanks to all of our 
families who bring their children to our program and to the teachers who make it 
great!  

Mural Project Update 

The murals for the upstairs classrooms are sketched on the walls as of press time 
and we’re planning some painting sessions very soon!  Poke your head into any of 
the upstairs classrooms and see how they are coming along!   

Youth Group 

Saturday, Oct. 25 was Food Bank Volunteer Day!  Two carloads visited the Food 
Bank of South Central Michigan for a tour and a couple of hours of serving their 
community.  They packed pasta bags and relabeled cereal to be distributed to the 
many residents of surrounding counties served by the food bank. They gathered at 
church afterwards for lunch and some discussion.   

The youth group would like to encourage you to continue to support our local food 
pantry run by MACS.  They would like to challenge you to bring in non-perishable 
food items throughout the winter months and place them in the library area.  The 
youth group will help in getting the donations to MACS.  Thanks to our youth group 
for giving their time to help others in need! 

Youth Group members: join us on Sunday, November 22 after our church potluck 
for some Pre-Holiday Action! We’ll gather in the youth room to plan our mitten 
tree and make a giftable craft (prayer beads).  We’ll also be collecting any gently 
used clothing that you’ve outgrown and would like to donate.  Please call Mrs. 
Kowitz (789-0892) by Wednesday, November 18 to let her know you will be there 
and if you’ll be bringing a friend.   

DCE Attends Conference 

Suzanne attended the Great Lakes Association of Presbyterian Church Educators 
sponsored fall gathering entitled ―Our Faith vs. Theirs? Educating in a Religiously 
Pluralistic World.‖  Workshops throughout the three day gathering dealt with 
religious pluralism and its challenges to those who lead education efforts in our 
Presbyterian churches. Richard G. Watts from Illinois was the keynote speaker 
and provided thought- provoking material each and every day! The group also 
explored worship through the arts with Brenda Grauer, an ordained minister from 
Ohio, who led worship for the event.  GLAPCE is an organization that supports, 
nurtures, and educates those working within churches.  An annual conference is 
held each year to bring educators together for workshops and worship.  Suzanne 
will serve as Michigan’s representative to this body for a two year term.  

Sunday Night Cinema 

Mark your calendars for two upcoming dates: 
Sunday, December 13 – Love Actually … a fitting movie for the holiday season 
as we all try to live from the depths of true love. Targeted for adults. 
Some date after the New Year for Slumdog Millionaire. This story is a rags-to-
riches tale of a boy winning big on a TV game show set in urban India. What 
can consequences of our choices teach us about redemption, love, repentance 
and the definition of success? We’ll begin at 6:30. Tell Seth what date in 
January / February may work for Slumdog Millionaire! 

  

Liturgists 

  November 1 

    Diane Backus 

  November 8 

    Doug Gilbertson 

  November 15 

   Whitney Jonas  

  November 22 

   Rich Healey 

  November 29 

    Diane Backus 

Greeters 

  November 1 

    Bonnie Wigent 

  November 8 

    Pauline Reddick 

  November 15 

    Ken & Terri MacNevin 

  November 22 

    Thanksgiving Potluck 

   November 29 

    TBD 

 

Coffee Hour Hosts 

  November 1 

    TBD 

  November 8 

    Joyce & John Ickes 

  November 15 

   Marilyn Burke & Peg Esbaugh 

  November 22 

    Thanksgiving Potluck 

   November 29 

    TBD 
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Birthdays  
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November Life at First Presbyterian Church 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Worship 

10:15am 

Communion 

 

2 

PWA Board 

Meeting 7pm 

3 

TOPS 8:30am 

 

4 

Choirs 6pm 

5 

Sip & Stitch10am 

Prayer & Share 

9am 

6 

Painters  

1pm 

 

7 

8 

Worship 

 

 

 

 

9 

Teams 

630/7pm 

10 

TOPS 8:30am 

Mary Martha 

10am  

11 

Choirs 6pm 

12 

Sip & Stitch10am 

Prayer & Share 

9am 

13 

Painters  

1pm 

 

 

14 

 

15 

Worship 

10:15am 

Music Sunday 

 

16 

Deacons 

7pm  

 

17 

TOPS 8:30am 

Esther Circle 

7pm 

 

18 

Choirs 6pm 

19 

Sip & Stitch10am 

Prayer & Share 

9am 

PCFC Board 

630pm 

20 

Painters  

1pm 

 

21 

 

22 

Worship 

10:15am 

Church 

Potluck 

 

23 

Session  

630pm  

24 

TOPS 8:30am 

 

 

 

25 

Choirs 6pm 

26 

Thanksgiving 

 

  

27 

 

28 

 

29 

Worship 

10:15am 

 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

    

 

       

       

       

Calendar Highlights 
Sunday, November 1  All Saints Sunday 
    Communion  
    Isaiah 25:6-9; John 11:32-44 

Monday, November 2  PWA Board Meeting, 7pm 

Tuesday, November 3  Mary Martha, 10am 

Sunday, November 8  Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost  
Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17; Mark 12:38-44 

Monday, November 9  Teams, 6:30/7pm  

Sunday, November 15   Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Guest Preacher, Rev. Coleen Slosberg 

Monday, November 16  Deacons, 7pm 

Tuesday, November 17  Esther Circle, 7pm 

Thursday, November 19 PCFC Board Meeting, 6:30pm 

Sunday, November 22  Christ the King Sunday, This I Believe 
    Thanksgiving potluck luncheon 

Joel 2:21-27; Colossians 1:9-20 

Monday, November 23  Session, 630pm 

Thursday, November 26 Thanksgiving 

Sunday, November 29  First Sunday of Advent  

Jeremiah 33:14-16; Luke 21:25-36 

*AA meets each night of the week at 8:00pm.* 

November 1 

Alexandrea Veale 

November 4 

Ken MacNevin 

November 5 

Reza Shareghi 

Nathan Malchalka 

November 6 

Bob Mees 

Seth Weeldreyer 

November 7 

Kathy Vandy Bogurt 

Kelsie Hicks 

November 9 

Bobbi Machata 

Keegan Dillon 

November 10 

Stan Vetter 

November 11 

Phyllis Rabbideau 

Shirley Clothier 

November 13 

Guy Robinson 

Tony Ramirez 

November 14 

Paul Daly 

November 15 

Fairy Zerbel 

November 16 

Rich Healey 

Hayley Hanway 

Gabriel Weeldreyer 

November 18 

Ailih Weeldreyer 

November 19 

Polly Healey 

November 20 

Jean Cox 

November 24 

Christi Barrett 

November 26 

Faye Berry 

November 29 

Dave Phillips 
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MACS 

Family Giving Program 2009 

Many families will find it much harder to enjoy a merry Christmas this year. Our 
Family Giving Program is a way to reach out to folks who have needs this 
Christmas and show them the love and care we all enjoy. Once again we will adopt 
several families in our community to reach out to this year through the Christmas 
Clearing Bureau.  The angel tree with their gift requests will go up in Fellowship Hall 
on Sunday, November 22.  Please take a tag or two!  All gifts should be new.  
Please return the gifts to the tree, wrapped and with the tag securely fastened to the 
outside of the present.  Please return all gifts no later than Friday, December 18. 

We will prepare everything for delivery on Saturday, December 19 and would love 
to have some help that day from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon.  If you or your family 
would like to help with the deliveries on Sunday, December 20, we will need at 
least five drivers and delivery can be coordinated to fit your schedule that afternoon.  
Thank you for helping these families and for extending a bit of our love to them this 
Christmas! If you’d like to volunteer to help or have any questions, please contact 
Suzanne Weeldreyer (789-1537) or Kristin Kowitz (789-0892) as soon as possible. 

Christmas Drive 

The CLEARING BUREAU will be November 16-20, 11:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at 
Trinity Church. Maurice Shackel will set up program.  BASKET WEEK will be 
December 13, (Sunday evening) through Thursday the 17th. 

Coat Drive 

Donate coats.  The coats should be clean and in good condition.  Drop off coats at 
Zion Lutheran Church on Sundays between 12:00 and 2:00. 

Spiritual Development Opportunities 

We continue with two opportunities on Sunday. Before worship, beginning at 8:45 
we explore themes of the Bible to guide the heart of our faith. And on the first 
Sunday of the month we gather after worship and fellowship time (with lunch if you 
choose) for First Sunday Forum. On first Sundays of the month, both opportunities 
will be offered, before and after worship.  

1) A small group Bible theme exploration … guided by the book Great Themes of 
the Bible, vol. 2, by Sarah Henrich. It is available at Fireside Books in Marshall 
for $13.45. This study will continue until Christmas with the monthly schedule as 
follows:  
11/1  ch 1 – Death  
11/8 ch 8 – Love 
11/15 ch 10 – Prayer 
11/22 ch 11 – Reconciliation  
11/29 ch 12 – Resurrection 
12/6 ch 13 – Word  

    * Please, note the order of chapters has been revised to coincide with worship 
themes on particular Sundays. 

2) First Sunday ForumðGreen Christian Living  
This coming month—on Sunday November 1—we’ll discuss together ways we 
can live as good faithful stewards of God’s creation. It is a practical focus of 
faithfulness in daily life, more than factual survey of the status of planet earth. 
Two studies from the Thoughtful Christian have been photocopied to stimulate 
our conversation: ―Making Your Home Green‖ and ―Being Green in Daily Life.‖ 
They are available on a table in the Eagle Street entry. Please, pick up a packet 
and plan to attend after worship / fellowship on November 1. And if you have 
ideas for future discussions, please contact Seth! 
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First Light 

Administrative Ministry Team 

Brad Whaley, Treasurer 

269.781.2073 

  Finance 

  Joelle Knoch 

  269.789.1339 

  Personnel 

  Jim VanderWeg 

  269.781.3432 

  Properties 

  Whitney Jonas 

  269.753.9951 

  Stewardship 

  Rich Healey 

  269.789.0665 

 

Community Outreach  

Ministry Team 

Michael McNeil 

269.789.0721 

  Mission 

  JoEllen Gilbert 

  269.789.1500 

  Evangelism 

  Doug Gilbertson 

  269.781.3101 

 

Spiritual Life Ministry Team 

Diane Kowalske 

269.781.8529 

  Worship 

  Ken MacNevin 

  269.781.3329 

  Christian Education 

  Steve Hanway 

  269.789.0827 

  Fellowship 

  Creighton Sherman 

  269.781.2267 

 

Deacons 

Karen Earl 

269.781.3211 

 

Women’s Association 

Lisa DeGraw 

269.841.6787 

 

We’ve Noticed 

Many thanks to members and friends who have sent cards, called, prepared meals, 
and worked in the office for me during my recent absence. It has been greatly 
appreciated! - Leslie Murphy 

Thank you to the ladies who have tirelessly carried the torch forward for Jeanne Reed 
in getting our newsletter out every month, your help and work is greatly appreciated. 

Ushers Schedule  
November 1 November 22 
Head Usher – Alex Kowitz Head Usher – Nick Vetter 
Elevator – Nathan Machalka Elevator – Adam Dale 
Bulletins – Maggie Barrett, Madison Gilbertson Bulletins – Nolan Levack, Abby Mershon 

Acolytes – Riley Brownell, Nicholas Lillrose Acolytes – Nicole Almaraz, Jamie Daily 

November 8 November 29 
Head Usher – Alex Veale Head Usher – Alex Kowitz 
Elevator – Ben Lillrose Elevator – Ben Kowitz 
Bulletins – Katie Howard, Brooke Uzzle Bulletins – Caroline Collins, Nathaniel Weeldreyer 
Acolytes – Lacey Almaraz, Allison Brownell    Acolytes – Ailih Weeldreyer, Gabriel Weeldreyer 

November 15 
Head Usher – Morgan Koetje 
Elevator – Nathan Machalka 
Bulletins – Kay Dale, Ally Johnson 

Acolytes – Riley Brownell, Nicholas Lillrose 

If you cannot serve on your assigned Sunday, please arrange a trade or substitute, 
then notify Phil Mershon and the church office of your change - Thanks! 

Session Action 

At its regular October meeting, your Session did the following: 

¶ Received the September financial report for the church 

¶ Discussed the first draft of the 2010 church operating budget 

¶ Approved the sale of SERRV fair trade items 

¶ Received the September financial report for Presbyterian Women of  Marshall 

¶ Approved an AA dinner in Fellowship Hall on Saturday night, November 28 

¶ Called  a special meeting of the congregation for Sunday, November 22 
immediately following worship 

¶ Appointed JoEllen Gilbert as Elder-Commissioner to the November 7 meeting 
of Presbytery 

Respectfully Submitted,   
Phil Mershon, Session Clerk. 

Stated Call 

Session has called a Special Meeting of the Congregation of First Presbyterian 
Church of Marshall for Sunday, November 22, 2009 to be held in the Sanctuary 
immediately following worship.  The purpose of this meeting is to elect four Elders to 
serve on Session for three year terms and three members to the Board of Deacons 
for three year terms, all beginning in January, 2010, and one member to serve one 
year on the Board of Deacons to fill an uncompleted term ending on December 31, 
2010.  A slate of nominees will be published in the near future.  This being a specially 
called meeting, this is the only business that may be conducted at this time. 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Phil Mershon, Session Clerk 
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