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A Minute in Ministry

Something old, something new, something borrowed ... yes, I've had a few
weddings this summer. And I’'m thinking about our life together, as well. What it
means to be a part of a congregation — what expectations do we have? What do we
value that defines us? How do we engage our relevantly engage our contemporary
world with the richness of our heritage? What is at the heart of it all?

Something old ... that is, John Calvin — it is the 500" anniversary of his birth. John
Calvin lived much of his life in Geneva, Switzerland where he preached, taught,
established a government structure and shaped society with principles of faith that
still form our life together as a Presbyterian Church and affect our nation. God’s
goodness gives life more powerful than anything else in our world. Grateful for all
we've received we give generously to spread goodness in our world. And we trust in
shared responsibility and efforts more any one person’s insights or abilities that can
always be corrupted by self-interest.

Something new ... that is the emergent church. It's a movement in our country and
elsewhere in the world that seeks to rediscover / reclaim our core relation to God
and others as a way of being and living more than right believing. In part it's a
reaction from some people to institutional expressions of faith (practices, language,
priorities) that aren’t meaningful, even unhelpful. It is in part motivated by the drive to
express our faith to people who have virtually no faith experience (evangelism). And
it is distinctive for its appeal and collaboration among people across categories of
Christians — evangelicals who realize questions of morality have to do with justice
and the fullness of peace in wider society; Catholics who realize there may be other
expressions of truth; people of denominations like ours who realize that declining
numbers is as much about a depth of spirit needed as debate about what songs we
sing and what order prevails.

Something borrowed ... that is my experience this summer with the lona Community.
Not anything particular, though maybe you’ve heard me share some things |
appreciate. And | do resonate with much of what faith for the lona Community is all
about. | have long found it a very meaningful combination of old and sacred — from
the physical place itself and its rootedness in Scottish Presbyterianism — with new
liturgies, hymns, expressions of faith gleaned from cultures around the world and
expressed with language and images that are intelligent, imaginative, energetic and
full of love (to borrow the language of our ordination vows).
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Staff

Pastor

Seth E. Weeldreyer

Regular office hours Monday —
Thursday, 9:00 AM to Noon
Seth@fpcmarshall.org

Administrative Assistant
Leslie Murphy

Regular office hours Monday — Friday,

9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
269.781.5161 — Voice
269.781.6877 — Fax
Office@fpcmarshall.org

Center for Children
Jennifer Uldriks, Director
Mandi Creighton, Asst. Director

Regular office hours Monday — Friday,

7:00 AM to 6:00 PM
269.781.5162
jennifer@fpcmarshall.org

Music Director
Laura Gilbertson
269.781.3101
laura@fpcmarshall.org

Christian Ed Director
Suzanne Weeldreyer
269.789.1537
sweeldreyer@att.net

Clerk of Session
Phil Mershon
269.781.5290
Phm709@msn.com

A Minute in Ministry (Continued)

Something blue ... that is our Presbyterian witness in our time and place (the color is
historically associated with our church from the doors of Scottish churches to our hymnals,
etc. ©). The point of all of this reflection is to say that we will form and shape what it means to
be faithful members of our congregation together. And by the way, I'm thinking of those of us
who are officially on the roles, and those of us who are so connected we might as well be. In
21* century Marshall, Michigan, USA, world citizens, what does it mean to be part of our
congregational life? How do we engage? What do we value? What is at the heart of it all?

We will live into the answer. And here’s commonality | observe in all the old and new and
borrowed above. Itis, in the end, what Session affirmed when we discussed it recently. Warm
fellowship coupled with intelligent reflection. Calvin’s Geneva was distinguished in large part
because of a) the refuge (the sanctuary if you will) that all people found amidst the turmoil of
his time, and b) the educational programs to teach all people of all ages and circumstances.
That spirit still distinguishes Geneva today. Emergent church gatherings, however much they
resist definition by nature, are characterized by some kind of gathering time and space (often
in pubs, restaurants, other secular social places) and by the open rigor of questions, insights
and creative expressions shared. And central to the lona experience is living together, sharing
in all the preparation of meals and chores, along with intelligent discussion of and
engagement with issues of our world from a perspective of faith.

I am retreating for a couple days early next month with several books reflecting on something
old, new and borrowed above. | expect to have these questions and insights guide sermons /
worship in the early part of the fall program year. Christian education, kick-off picnics, choir
rehearsals, youth events, PW circles, meetings ... the list of opportunities beginning again
goes on and on, of course including regular Sunday worship. | fervently encourage all of us to
share warm fellowship and intelligent reflection together. Whatever the shape and
expressions, a vast blue horizon of faithfulness will continue to grow among us!

Grace and peace,

Seth

Spiritual Development Opportunities

This fall beginning on September 13, we will offer two opportunities for adults to grow
spiritually together. Before worship beginning at 8:45 we will explore themes of the Bible that
guide the heart of our faith. And on the first Sunday of the month we will gather after worship
and fellowship time (with lunch if you choose) for First Sunday Forum. On first Sundays of the
month, both opportunities will be offered — before and after worship.

1) A small group Bible theme exploration ... will be guided by the book Great Themes of the
Bible, vol. 2, by Sarah Henrich. It is available at Fireside Books in Marshall for $13.45.
This study will continue until Christmas, beginning on September 13 with chapter 2 —
Discipleship. The entire monthly schedule is:

9/13 ch 2 — Discipleship;

9/20 ch 3 — Faith

9/27 ch 4 — Forgiveness

10/4 ch 9 — Peace

* Please, note the order of chapters has been revised to coincide with worship themes on

particular Sundays.

2) FEirst Sunday Forum ... will begin October 4 with a study from the Presbyterian resource
thoughtfulchristian.com titled “Pope Benedict XVI on the Economy.” Come on World
Communion / Peacemaking Sunday to explore this timely concern and engage Christian
perspectives on how to respond.

If you have any questions please contact Seth!



Calendar Highlights

Sunday, September 6

Monday, September 7

Tuesday, September 8

Saturday September 12

Sunday, September 13

Monday, September 14

Thursday, September 17

Sunday, September 20

Monday, September 21

Tuesday, September 22

Sunday, September 27

Monday, September 28

*AA meets each night of the week at 8:00pm.*

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Guest Preacher: Kathleen King

PWA Board Meeting, 7pm

Mary Martha, 11am

Home Tour Concert, 8pm

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Communion / Fall Kick-off Sunday

Psalm 63:1-8; Mark 9:30-37

Teams, 6:30/7pm

PCFC Board Meeting, 6:30pm

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Job 38:1-7, 34-41; Mark 8:27-9:1

Deacons, 7pm

Esther Circle, 7pm

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 138; 2 Corinthians 4:7-15

Session, 630pm

First Light

Birthdays

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
[ 2 3 4 5
Painters
Ipm
6 7 8 9 10 I 12
Worship PWA Board TOPS 8:30am Choirs 6pm | Sip & Stitch0am Painters Home Tour
10:15am Meeting 7pm Mary MI";‘]‘: Prayer & Share Ipm Concert
9am 8pm
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Worship Teams TOPS 8:30am Choirs 6pm | Sip & Stitchl0am Painters
10:15am 630/7pm Prayer & Share Ipm
Communion 9am
Church Picnic PCFC Board
S5pm 630pm
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Worship Deacons TOPS 8:30am Choirs 6pm | Sip & Stitch0am Painters
10:15am 7pm Esther Circle Prayer & Share Ipm
Music Sunday 6:30pm 9am
27 28 29 30
Worship Session TOPS 8:30am Choirs 6pm
10:15am 630pm

September |
Rhoda Woods
September 2
Tom Williams
Hallie Machalka
September 5
Ted Hall
September 7
Betty Mann
Mia Cascioli
September 10
Sarah Anderson
September I |
Janine Thoma
Kay Dale
September 12
Ted Rowland
September 13
Isabella Casioli
September 14
Alexandra Morris
September 15
Peg Esbaugh
Maggie Barrett
September 16
Donald Phillips
Cassandra Wissink
Alicia Collins
September 18
Jamie Daily
September 19
Tom Woods
September 20
David DeGraw
September 24
John Berry
Mike Wojcik
Larry Ousley
September 25
Jean Walters
Rick Dillon
September 26
Brad Whaley
September 27

Kristopher Kolwalske

September 28
Cathie Wigent
Ashley Dale
September 29
Marcia Robinson
Lacey Almaraz
September 30
Karen Grant
Sarah Vetter
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Volunteers

Liturgists
September 6
Ken MacNevin
September |13
Ken MacNevin
September 20
Whitney Jonas
September 27
Steve Hanway

Greeters
September 6
TBD
September |13
TBD
Setember 20
Elaine & Don Phillips
September 27
TBD

Coffee Hour Hosts

September 6

Vicki & Ed Strand
September |13

Kat & Brad Whaley
September 20

TBD
September 27

TBD

News from Christian Education

Christian Education Program Begins

All children in preschool through the eighth grade are invited to join us on Sunday,
September 13 during worship for our Sunday School Open House. Teachers will
be in their classrooms to greet students, lead some get-acquainted activities, and let
the children get familiar with each other. After worship, parents are invited to come
to the classrooms to pick up their students and meet the teachers, too. (Please see
the list below for classes.) Lessons will begin the following week on Sunday,
September 20. Sunday school classes meet every Sunday during worship except
on December 27. The last day of classes will be on Sunday, May 23 (Pentecost).
Thank you for your support and participation in our education program for youth.
We look forward to seeing you there! Youth Classes for 2009-2010 include:
Butterflies (Pre —K) Fish (1-2) FROGs (3-4) Middle School (5-8)

Fall Church Potluck

The Weeldreyers warmly invite our church family to join us on Kick Off Sunday for a
potluck at our home. Please join us on Sunday, September 13 from 5:00 — 7:00
pm at 335 N. Mulberry Street. Bring a dish to share, table service, and chairs.
We’'ll provide the drinks. If you have extra garden produce, bring it along and we’ll
set out a table for sharing! We look forward to seeing you then. In the event of
inclement weather, we’ll gather in Fellowship Hall.

Mural Project

A project is underway to paint our upstairs classrooms with bright, fun murals. The
murals are being designed by Kat Whaley based on stories or passages from
scripture. One wall in each room will be painted a basic color and then the murals
will be sketched on the painted wall. We will need painters to help with the finish
painting of the scenes. If you can wield a paintbrush and would like to help bring
these murals to life, please contact Suzanne Weeldreyer at 789-1537 or
sweeldreyer@att.net. The project will take place throughout the months of August
and September. Many hands make light work!

Presbyterian Center for Children

Coupons for Troops

We are still collecting coupons to send to the United States military base in
Germany. There is a drop box for coupons located on the small pew just outside of
Fellowship Hall. There is also a drop box at the Marshall District Library.

Besides those of you who are bringing in coupons, we have received coupons from
people in Arizona, Battle Creek and Wayland, Michigan (just to name a few places).
| have also been contacted by a group in Jackson and a group in Charlotte who
want to start a program in their area.

| can’t believe the overwhelming response and support that we have received. We
have collected $6,799.03 worth of coupons during the months of July and August!

Board Notes

PCFC Advisory Board did not meet in July or August. The Security Subcommittee
of the Board met again in August. We are compiling bids for additional security
cameras located in various areas of the building. We are also in the process of
making the upstairs classrooms more secure so that no one can enter the upstairs
(by the classrooms) through the sanctuary. Security Subcommittee members are:
Bill Veale, Whitney Jonah, Pam Shufeldt, Jenny Collins, and Jennifer Uldriks.


mailto:sweeldreyer@att.net

Ushers Schedule

September 6

Head Usher — Alex Kowitz

Elevator — Mason Fitch

Bulletins — Allison Brownell, Ben Lillrose
Acolytes — Riley Brownell, Nicholas Lillrose

September 20

Head Usher — Morgan Koetje

Elevator — Ben Kowitz

Bulletins — Caroline Collins, Nathaniel Weeldreyer
Acolytes — Nicole Almaraz, Ailih Weeldreyer

September 13

Head Usher — Lacey Almaraz
Elevator — Adam Dale

Bulletins — Kay Dale, Katie Howard
Acolytes — Jamie Daily, Alex Veale

September 27

Head Usher — Abby Mershon

Elevator — Nolan Levack

Bulletins — Maggie Barrett, Madison Gilbertson
Acolytes — Nick Vetter, Gabriel Weeldreyer

If you cannot serve on your assigned Sunday, please arrange a trade or substitute,
then notify Phil Mershon and the church office of your change - Thanks!

Session Action

At its August meeting, your Session took the following actions:

e Approved a contribution from the Ghana account to a project in Ghana
Approved the 2009-2010 calendar for the Presbyterian Center for Children
Approved the Church School staff for the coming year
Approved the Women's Association garage sale date of April 16-17, 2010
Received Marge Kemp, mother of Tom Woods, into church membership
Appointed Diane Kowalske as Elder Commissioner to the September 15-16
meeting of Presbytery
Respectfully submitted, Phil Mershon, Clerk

Porch Talk with Phillip Gulley

“I believe all that is wrong with the world can be attributed to the shortage of front
porches and the talks we had on them. Somewhere around 1950, builders left off the
front porch to save money, and we've had nothing but problems ever since.”

- Philip Gulley

Phillip Gulley is a Quaker minister who has become a vibrant voice of small-town
American life and is the author of Front Porch Tales, Hometown Tales, and For
Everything a Season as well as a series of novels set in the fictional town of Harmony.
He also hosts a radio show called “Porch Talk with Phil Gulley.” Gulley lives in
Indiana with his family — in a rambling old house with a welcoming front porch.

Transformations Spirituality Center in Kalamazoo is hosting the author on September
25 and 26 for two presentations about his works. Visit the Center's website at
www. TransformationsCenter.org to find out more about these lectures and to register.
Early registration deadline for both is by September 1, 2009, final registration deadline
is September, 11. We will organize carpools from Marshall for all interested in
attending. Contact Suzanne at 789-1537 or sweeldreyer@att.net to let her know you
will be going.

Visit the church library for a look at Gulley’s books. Several of his Harmony novels
and a few of his other works are available for loan.
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Teams

Administrative Ministry Team
Brad Whaley, Treasurer
269.781.2073
Finance
Joelle Knoch
269.789.1339
Personnel
Jim VanderWeg
269.781.3432
Properties
Whitney Jonas
269.753.9951
Stewardship
Rich Healey
269.789.0665

Community Outreach
Ministry Team
Michael McNeil
269.789.0721
Mission
JoEllen Gilbert
269.789.1500
Evangelism
Doug Gilbertson
269.781.3101

Spiritual Life Ministry Team

Diane Kowalske

269.781.8529
Worship
Ken MacNevin
269.781.3329
Christian Education
Steve Hanway
269.789.0827
Fellowship
Creighton Sherman
269.781.2267

Deacons
Karen Earl
269.781.321 1

Women’s Association
Lisa DeGraw
269.841.6787


http://www.transformationscenter.org/
mailto:sweeldreyer@att.net
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